[Invasion of the thyro-hyoid-epiglottic space by carcinoma of the vestibulum laryngis: prognostic and therapeutic implications].
Invasion of the thyro-hyoid-epiglottic (TIE) space in supraglottic carcinoma is a frequent occurrence which, in most cases, only reveals itself upon post-surgical histology. In order to verify the current feeling that subclinical invasion does not in any way worsen prognosis the authors performed a retrospective study on the oncological results of 98 patients with T1-T2 supraglottic carcinoma. Of these 67 were treated by supraglottic laryngectomy while 31, taken as controls, had undergone total laryngectomy because of contraindications of a general nature. Histological examination of the surgical samples showed signs of space invasion in 60% of the cases. In these cases, there was a higher percentage of poor results (greater than 20%; mainly T recurrence) no matter what type of surgery had been performed. Therefore, subclinical invasion of the space must be considered as having an effect on prognosis and the authors feel that, whenever the pre-operative semiological criteria are insufficient to optimize surgical results, the patients presenting subclinical invasion of the space should be subjected to complementary radiotherapy.